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► AUTHORS LEAGUE ASKS WASHINGTON TO ACT ON PUBLISHING TAKEOVERS 

The Authors League of America has written to the Senate Subcommittee on Antitrust 
and Monopoly Legislation protesting what it calls "a massive wave of acquisition 11 
in the publishing industry and calling upon the legislators to restore some of 
the houses recently taken over by giant corporations to independent ownership. 
Citing recently announced plans by ITT to acquire Putnam, the ALA said that the 
centralization of control represented by this and other takeovers of previously 
independent houses "is bound to affect adversely the ability of the remaining 
independent publishers to compete and to survive." It deplored the decreasing 
number of outlets available to authors, particularly in the case of "controversial" 
works, and suggested that big corporations were more responsive to outside pres- 
sures, political and economic, on their publishing policies than were independents. 
"It is argued that these dangers are avoided because the large corporate owners 
allow their publishing subsidiaries to operate independently," the ALA letter 
declared, but added: "This is a temporary and often illusory safeguard. The reins 
of control gradually will be tightened." The letter was signed by Jerome Weidman, 
as ALA president. A spokesman for the subcommittee said in Washington that the 
body did not intend to look into publishing takeovers "as such," but that at 
hearings in March into economic concentration in various fields, it would look 
into the communications area, in which ITT figures. 

^ MAILER LAUNCHES HIS "FIFTH ESTATE" 

Norman Mailer, fresh from his $50-a-head 50th birthday party Monday night ("only 
about a quarter the size of Truman Capote’s, but at least everyone paid to come 
to mine") took time out the following day to try to enlighten a puzzled press 
about his proposal for a citizen body to check on America’s "secret police" — the 
FBI and the CIA. What he has in mind, he said, is a body something like Nader’s 
Raiders or the American Civil Liberties Union, which could keep an eye on Govern- 
mental surveillance activities. He has some people in mind for a steering com- 
mittee to study the idea, and the "take" from his party will get the funding 
started. Subjects he feels worthy of study by such a group would include the 
Kennedy assassination, "still a major unsolved mystery in American life," and such 
rScetITr'poiitical events as the Watergate affair and perhaps even the Eagleton case. 
Stressing that he wanted only to see if anyone was seriously interested in the 
proposal, and would then back out, Mailer said "I want only to be a literary man 
the rest of my life. I don’t trust myself to be anything else." Good news for 
Robert Markel, editor at Grosset & Dunlap for Mailer’s forthcoming book on 
Marilyn Monroe; he says Mailer’s copy is still coming in on time, and the book is 
to be a full-length one, not just a brief essay to accompany pictures of the 
actress. 

► LIPPINCOTT GETS THE "PLANE CRASH CANNIBALS" STORY 

The 16 survivors of last October’s Andes plane crash, who survived 70 days only 
by cannibalism of their companions’ bodies, have given the J. B. Lippincott 
company exclusive world-wide rights to their story. Edward L. Burlingame, the 
firm’s editor-in-chief, went to Montevideo, Uruguay, along with several other 
U.S. publishers, to bid for the story. The bidding involved guarantees of up to 
$500,000, and Lippincott won the unanimous approval of the survivors, who have 
guaranteed full cooperation. Author Piers Paul Read will write the book after 
talking to everyone involved in the incident. He is already in Montevideo, and 
expect 8 to deliver a manuscript by September. 


